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The global expansion of Earth Observation utilization 
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Different EO Data Sources can provide dramatically  
different and often complimentary information. 
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GEOSS in the context of Data / 
Information Sources and Users 
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Commercial: 
Open source Data 
and Information 

(Twitter, ‘Planet Labs’) 

Government: 
Publicly Funded 

Data & Information 

Commercial: 
Proprietary Data 
and Information  

GEOSS PORTAL 
Linking existing and 

planned Earth 
observing systems 
around the world 

‘Business’ Users 
Require Consistency, Reliability, Timeliness  

‘Societal’ Users: 
Rely on freely available data even if formats, 

timeliness and consistency are variable.   
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Views on the availability of open data, EO data and the 
associated value-propositions -  implications for GEOS 

• The increasing development of commercial systems that utilize new technology and 
therefore reduce the cost of infrastructure, are providing rapid, frequent and cost effective 
sources of data; 

 

• More complete solutions are being developed through the combination of commercial, 
public and now open source information such as geospatially tagged social media;  

 

• GEOSS has value as a channel for accessing publicly available data to support societal 
needs; 

 

• The technology to rapidly access and mine a broad range of data combined with a much 
greater availability, is driving the business of EO (both commercial and societal) into a 
whole new dimension which is no longer wholly reliant on government institutions to 
foster growth and utilization. 

 

• Making commercial data available through GEOSS, requires commercial agreements to be 
reached with the data providers. Most of these providers will be open and flexible to any 
arrangement which will not have detrimental impact on their business.  
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